Housing and Homelessness
Everyone needs a place to call home. But for many, this is out of reach.
A growing number of people live in chronic housing stress or severely crowded conditions. Others
sleep on the streets, live out of their cars, or rely on temporary arrangements such as caravan
parks, boarding houses, or the generosity of friends and family.
Without a secure place to live, every day can be a struggle. It can be hard to put food on the table,
find and maintain work, keep up with school, or plan for the future.
At Vinnies we do our best to support those in need, but the lack of access to safe, secure and
affordable housing traps people in poverty and unsafe relationships and fractures families and
communities.

In the electorate of Paterson:

Approximately
35.1% of renters
are in financial stress.1

1038 households
are on the general waitlist for social
housing, with a further 105
households on the priority list.
Approved applicants can expect to
wait 5-10 years before a suitable
property becomes available.2

Approximately
300 people
are experiencing
homelessness.3 Of these,
17 are sleeping rough.4

Recommendations:
Housing stress and homelessness are not inevitable. So that more people can realise the right to a
home, we call on the next Federal Government to:
1. Develop a 10-year National Housing Strategy underpinned by a $10 billion Social and Affordable
Housing Fund
2. Increase Commonwealth Rent Assistance
3. Reinstate the National Rental Affordability Scheme
4. Fund a National Low Income Energy Productivity Program and introduce minimum efficiency
standards for rented homes.
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